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FI 3rd Bird Report

1 In ion

The report covers the period of monitoring of bird populations between November 1993
and September 1994. It is the third of a series of reports on bird populations of the environs
of Fisherman Islands. The first focused on documenting the birdlife and bird habitats and
the second on monitoring changes. This report gives details of a continuation of the
monitoring programme and summarises data collected since the beginning of fieldwork in
1991. Attention is also given to design criteria for the rehabilitation and establishment of

wetland sites for use by birds.

As in the past, considerable change has taken place over the last 12 months with
completion of the foundations for the eastern access road into the Port, levelling of large
amounts of sand fill and the completion of bunding of large areas of intertidal and subtidal
wetlands at the northern extremity of the Port. The area used most intensively in the past as
a high tide roost site has dried up and a large freshwater pond of over 50 ha behind a
section of the new access road was inadvertently created. This artificial pond is now being
filled. The implications of these changes to birdlife have been considerable and have yet to
be fully manifested. There is a strong case for continued monitoring of the whole area due

to this constant process of change.

The fieldwork involved low tide scan counts of feeding birds and high tide roost counts. All
incidental observations were also recorded and cannon netting was conducted on two
occasions. Many high tide roost counts made by the Queensland Wader Study Group at
other locations have been utilised to establish a framework of comparison of areas within
the central region of Moreton Bay. As with the last report, there has been a free flow of
information between QWSG and the Port Corporation.

2_ Methods

Fieldwork was undertaken in November and early December, in mid February, in April,
July, August and September. In addition, one day was spent on low tide scan counts in
March and other visits were made to count at high tide roosts throughout the year to

coincide as far as possible with dates set down for QWSG counts throughout Moreton Bay.

The study area was the same as that outlined in Driscoll (1992, 1993) with the exception
that the Wynnum area and Green Island were not visited. Claypans on Fisherman Islands
and the surrounding intertidal mudflats and seagrass beds were sampled as well as the roost
sites identified in the previous studies. The southern shoreline of the Boat Passage was
sampled on several occasions and a single visit was made to Luggage Point at low tide.
Rough counts were made of the birds using the large pond that developed to the north east
of the new road overpass. It was difficult to assess birdlife on this pond because of its size
and the amount of debris that often concealed the birds. Observations were generally made
here on the days when high tide roost counts were being made.
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The technique of sampling feeding birds at low tide (scan counts) was the same as used
previously. Scan counts are primarily intended to give the percentage representation of the
different species being counted and are not a measure of the absolute number of birds in
an area. Exposed intertidal areas are sampled using a telescope (20x lens) and records of
birds made within a radius of up to 150 m of a point through an arc of varying size
depending upon the situation. Sites were mostly approached by canoe or dinghy but also
from the land. Observations were made within 90 minutes of low tide. Other notes

regarding this technique are given in the earlier reports.

Only a subset of the full range of low tide sites that were sampled in 1992 at Fisherman
Islands were sampled over the last 10 months. These were chosen to represent a good
coverage of the variation in the bird community that has been recorded previously.

Labelling of these sites has been consistent for all three reports.

A total of 55 low tide scan counts were made throughout the recent period of fieldwork but
some of these were repeated observations made from different angles onto the same
general area or from the same habitat zone as defined in earlier reports and have been
combined to give a total of 36 sets of data. As for previous reports, data from scan counts
were subjected to classification analyses using counts of waders only. Details of the analysis

technique were given in Driscoll (1992).

Cannon netting was conducted at Fisherman Islands on 2 occasions over the survey period,
on 4th December 1993 and 8th May 1994 but the site has become less suitable for cannon
netting. Banding is conducted by QWSG in accordance with permits, guidelines and
procedures given by the Australian Bird Banding Scheme and QId National Parks and
Wildlife Service.

QWSG data used in this report includes part or all of what has been collected from high
tide roosts since November 1993 at Lytton (2 sites), Luggage Point (1 site), Manly (up to 4
sites but 1 principal site), Cabbage Tree Creek mouth (1 site), Raby Bay (1 site), St Helena
Island (4 sites), Amity Point (1 site) and Moreton Island (2 sites). Where there is more than
one site at any of these places the data have been summed for each count. Also, data
collected since August 1991 at the first three of these locations (those closest to Fisherman
Islands) have also been assessed as part of this report in conjunction with information from
Fisherman Islands.

Many incidental observations of birds and conditions were made but only where these add
to the details outlined in Driscoll (1992) have they been included in this report.
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